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IT'S SEPTEMBER ALREADY What you have just read is the introduction | wrtate

the newsletter just after this summer’s exceptional
| began last year's newletter with a reflection the heatwave. You are now reading an extra paragraph |
previous few seasons’ success or failure ratermsef felt obliged to insert following our last-minuterfy at
abundance or scarcity of fungi, expressing the lbge  Dancersend on Septembef"2Because thankfully | am
the autumn of 2005 would produce another bumperalready having to eat my gloomy words above: we had
crop to delight us, as 2004 had done. And didet, an amazing foray and found nearly ninety species,
no it didn't! Looking back at my words then, | had including nine mycenas, seven inocybes, five
observed that “things had been moving pretty slowly marasmius, several pluteus, lactarius and coprihis.
through the summer months”. So if this trend - ae. larger agarics were scarce, yes, with hardly anmiéma
dearth of fungi in the summer being followed by an or russula to be seen, but it was certainly a very
equally disappointing autumn - is anything to ga by encouraging start to the foray season. It seems the
then we could be in for a pretty dismal seasonybe August rains have worked their magic and things are
too! As | write this at the beginning of Augusteth’s certainly stirring at last.
certainly been very little about recently (more atbo
this later), however on a much more optimistic note FORAY PROGRAMME
everyone knows that the one thing you can’t dolgafe
with fungi is make predictions. So enough of my Our new foray programme is included with this
pessimism: I'm presuming I'm wrong, and am already bulletin, and contains thirteen events startinghwit
much looking forward to our new foray programme, as Pulpit Hill and Grangelands on Sept "™ 4and
I hope you are. concluding with Hodgemoor Woods on Dec 17th. | will
here flag up several events on the programme wdrieh
Don’t get me wrong: last season may not have b@en u not just run-of-the-mill forays:-
to much in terms of profusion of fruitbodies on the
ground, but plenty of really interesting and specia . Sat Oct ¥ - “Mushroom Magic” Public Display.
things turned up, as you will see from Derek'’s replo This event is now established as an annual fixaire
does often seem to be the case with fungi that someAylesbury County Museum, and is always a most
seasons produce quality rather than quantity, magbe rewarding day and very popular with the public,
due to different climatic conditions favouring @ernt especially children. Its soess, however, obviously
species - “some like it hot”, after all - but some&s | depends entirely upon a good supply of material, tan
wonder if when there is less about to catch thecgy®  this end we have in previous years held a foraydthe
has to search around that much more diligentlyrtd f  pefore. However, not so this time because the BMS
anything, and that's when the more unusual spesies  Autumn Foray week ends on Fri O&, &o both Derek
noticed. Pure speculation! and | amongst other group members will be tiedip.
will hopefully be bringing goodies back with us rino
Dorset - this year's venue - but local produce \wél




desperately needed to boost the display,
contributions will be most welcome on the day. Do
please bring along nice quantities of anything hewve
common, however big or small - visitors like to
recognise and see at close hand species they may ha
noticed on walks - and if you can spare a littiedito
stay and chat with the public as they wander rotimd,
would be great. Could you aim to arrive at around
10.00 on the day with your specimens, as it doks ta
quite a time to set out and label all the mateent we
open at 11.00 continuing through into the afterndbn
would also be fine if it suited you better to delivany
offerings to either Derek (Whitchurch) or me

so all may also join this foray for the morning (10.00r8ta

or afternoon (1.30 start) or stay all day. It vii# led

by Alan Outen and Kerry Robinson, and is likelybt®
very well attended (over 100 last year!) as itamf
with the Herts Fungus Group, the National Trust and
Friends of Ashridge. If necessary we will divide up
into manageable groups with Derek and myself leadin
as well. There is a £4 attendance fee for all tlodiser
than BFG and HFG members!

Sun Nov ' - Stowe Gardens Fungi Roadshow
After last year’s success we've been asked by the
National Trust to repeat this event but this timéwa
fee to the public, mainly in an attempt to keeddtvn

(Amersham) at home the evening before. Let us know to manageable numbers! As before, BFG members

of you need directions.

Mon Oct 9" - Indoor Identification Session

who attend will be taking round small groups tdex
for a display. The setting is superb and if youognj
waxcaps then this meeting is a must: the last Rary

This was requested by a few members at our AGM, and they've been stunning. N.BStart time is 11.00 am

is designed to give those of you not so familiathwihe
delights of wusing microscopes, colour reagents,
specialised books and keys, etc. an insight ints th

fascinating world, and also an opportunity to see a

skilled mycologist at work amidst his very
sophisticated equipment. (Derek will, | know, suside

and we will be continuing into the afternoon, smgr
some lunch.

LIST OF MEMBERS

Also included with this is an up-to-date contast.lWe
have omitted addresses this year, as it was thahght

remove this last phrase, but his reputation andphone numbers and email addresses are reallyaalisth
experience is considerable and may not be known toneeded. Please check you are included and thatsdeta

you.) This is an opportunity not to be missed, tot
please phone him first if you are going.

Sun Oct 15 - Derek Reid Memorial Foray

Derek Reid, who died earlier this year, was a much
revered figure in this field, being Head of Mycojoat
Kew for fifteen years, also a brilliant teacher aam
outstanding field mycologist who inspired many to
take up the study of fungi as a serious hobby. tWe
adjacent venues for this joint Bucks. / Herts. G@réu
Beds. Natural History Society foray, at Stockgrove
Country Park and Kings Wood, Beds, are most

appropriate as Derek was Fungus Recorder for

Bedfordshire for forty seven years, and both were
amongst his favourite collecting sites.. Alan Outen
who took over the Herts Fungus Group at Derek’s

request and is also a member of ours, was much

influenced and encouraged by him in his early years
He will be co-leading this meeting with Derek
(Schafer). N.B. Contrary to our normal timetableuy
may join this foray for the morning (10.00 start) o
afternoon (1.30 start) or stay all day.

Sun Oct 22 — Margaret Holden Memorial Foray

are correct, and let Derek know of any appropriate
changes. As previously this information is circatht
solely for the purpose of enabling members to ainta
one another, and is thereformt to be handed out
further afield without a member’s consent.

GROUP INSURANCE

We continue to participate in the BMS group insgean
scheme set up last year, which is free.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Membership fees become due in 2007 when reminders
will be sent out. They remain unchanged at £4&0 p
individual and £6 per family.

RECORDS AND RECORDING

At present our BFG database designed by Nick Javis
in the process of being updated in line with thevne
Checklist of the British & Irish Basidiomycetes
published last year. All our foray records are sgnto
the national fungi database, and individual foreysl
are available to be sent to members preferablynile

Margaret Holden was Alan Outen’s predecessor ashut also by post. Just let either Derek or me krabw

leader of the Herts. Fungus Group, and died in 1998
Also a much respected figure in this field, she was
editor of the British Mycological Society’s Bullati
and assistant editor of The Mycologist for manyrgea

each foray if you would like a copy sent afterwarals

if indeed you would like to receive all foray lists
automatically We are well aware that we have been
very inefficient over organising this in previousays,

She loved Ashridge, our venue, which straddles theand apologise to those who have missed out
Bucks./Herts. border, and this foray has been he|dconsequent|y_ We are intending to get our act t'[@'et

annually in her memory since her death, and is #her
her ashes were scattered at the first such evemt. Y
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with a much better system set up between us orece th
new improved database is up and running.



AGM first of a number of appearances at our early 2005

_ , forays. This species seems to have arrived in iBrita

on Sunday afternoon, May 21st, and we again made itimost identicalSarcoscypha coccinea the southern
into double figures! It was great to see some r@wes,  and eastern parts of the country. The newcomer now
and the attendance of some exceptionally weII-bedhav_ seems to be very well established, the origiBal
younger members who amused themselves withcoccineagenerally being found only in Wales, Scotland
Jenny’s supply of toys was an added bonus. This wasyng the rest of the north-west. The new speciesisee
the usual very informal affair, with a quick dission to occur more frequently than the old one and has
on foray dates and venues followed by an even quick pecome quite common in our woodlands in February
skim through the prepared accounts for the yeaenTh  ang March. Other species includé®hanerochaete
on to tea, cakes, and the slide show of fungi E0t0 ye|ytina (recognised by Penny and confirmed by Nick
taken during the year by various participants. The | egon), Hyaloscypha auriellaand Melanomma pulvis-
normal light-hearted atmosphere predominated pyrius (both identified by Mariko Parslow, having
throughout, and thanks are due to Derek and Jasmy f foung their way to her courtesy of Ted Brown). The

their excellent hospitality - a very enjoyable ioa. Melanommaseems to be quite commonly recorded
outside of Buckinghamshire and is one of many "dots
REPORT OF THE 2005 SEASON on sticks" that increase the length of our forastsli

By Derek Schafer ~ when we learn to recognise them.

Although 2005 was not a prolific season in terms of
guantities of the larger autumn species, it did/ig® a
very wide variety of interesting fungi. In addititm the
main autumn season, we had forays early and ldatesin
year, in spring and one in the middle of summer land
was pleased that a good variety of fungi was foomd
every foray.

Common Wood (Tylers Green Residents Society)
Sunday 20 Feb 2005

A small group of forayers took part in the firssiviin
the early part of the year by BFG. We named 26ifung
including Phaeolus schweinitzifthe Dyer's Mazegill,
fig.1) andNectria episphaeridfig.2), a tiny relative of
the Coral Spot fungus that grows on certain otbegif

- Hypoxylon fragiformdthe Beech Woodwart, Phillips,
p.376) on this occasion.

Penn Wood (Woodland Trust) Sunday 20 Feb 2005

Forays early in the year tend to find mainly thinigat
grow on wood or other plant material, rather thiaa t
larger agarics and boletes that are common in the
autumn. Our first foray produced a good list of 50
species, although nothing particularly rare. Amaing
bracket fungi wer®haeolus schweinitz{the Dyer's

Fig.2 Nectria episphaeria on an old Hypoxylon fragiforme fruit body. The
Hypoxylon is somewhat less than 1 cm in diameter. Photograph taken in 1998

Fig.1 Phaeolus schweinitzii , specimen photographed in Scotland in 2000

The February appearance of the agadielanoleuca
Mazegill, Phillips p.302, fig.1), Gloeophyllum cognata(Phillips p.98) might merit a place on Penny's
sepiarum(the Conifer Mazegill, Phillips p.314/5) and unseasonally early list, although its common natme,
Ganoderma australgthe Southern Bracket, Phillips Spring Cavalier, reminds us that it is often fouazaly
p.306). The Ascomycetes were represented mainly byin the year as well as in the autumn.

microfungi such ad.achnum brevipilumand Orbilia

xanthostigmathe Common Glasscup), with the larger Little Linford Wood (BBOWT) Sun 6 Mar 2005

and much more spectaculdarcoscypha austriac@he The spectaculaiSarcoscypha austriacdthe Scarlet
Scarlet Elfcup, Phillips p.366/7, fig.3) putting the Elfcup, fig.3) was also found on this forayragowith



Fig.3 Sarcoscypha austriaca , Photograph taken at Rushbeds in 2006

37 other wood and plant inhabiting species, ranging
from Leptosphaeria acut@Nettle Rash) on nettle dead
stem to Daldinia concentrica(King Alfred's Cakes,
Phillips p.374) on an Ash log. A resupinate fun§ues
one that grows flat on the wood, or other substrait

its fertile surface facing outwards), but with pgre
Physisporinus sanguinolentugBleeding Porecrust,
B&K2 p.300 ) was found on very rotten wood. Agarics
included Flammulina velutipegVelvet shank, Phillips
p.115), which favours the colder monthdycena

Fig.4 Hemimycena tortuosa. Microscope photo of cystidium

polygramma(the Grooved Bonnet, Phillips, p.81) and
the tiny Hemimycena tortuoséhe Dewdrop Bonnet,
C&D p.220), so called because of the water droplets
that form around corkscrew-shaped cystidia on dpe c
and stem (fig.4). Another agaric found on fray,
Tubaria hiemalis(B&K4 p.358) is an example of the
problems of putting names to our fungi. It is
distinguished by some mycologists (based on
microscopic differences and the time of year itegyp)
but is included as a synonym dubaria furfuracea
(B&K4 p.358) in the 2005 checklist. Other finds
included Hypocrea pulvinata(Ochre Cushion, B&K1
p.254), anAscomycet¢hat grows on old fruit bodies of
the Birch Polypore Riptoporus betulinus Phillips
p.306/7) and two Myxomycetes (slime moulds),
Metatrichia floriformis and Trichia scabraconsisting

of stalkless orangel/yellow blobs with amazing spiny
spiral elaters (internal threads).

Salcey Forest (Forest Enterprise) Sunday 6 Mar 2005

Salcey is a magnificent woodland not far from the
morning's foray with a good pub en route. Thera is
corner of the Forest that we have been led to \eie

in VC 24, although there is no reason why we need
restrict ourselves to recording in that Vice Courty
turns out that probably none of the Forest is in 24C
(despite the said corner having been incorporated i
the latest computerised maps), presenting sometfing
a problem when entering the records. Of more
immediate concern, | had forgotten to note tht 6
March is Mothers Day in the UK, so the pub was
unable to provide any meals to visitors that hadn't
booked and we had to manage with peanuts and pork
scratchings! Apologies to my fellow forayers.

Anyway, we found about 30 fungi. Physisporinus
sanguinolentus again, as well as another resupinate
fungus,Peniophora limitata( B&K2 p.148, fig.5),

Slebe U GO R ¥

Fig.5 Peniophora limitata on Ash. Material from Great Hampden in 2002

which is more or less restricted to Ash as a hbse
two slime moulds found in the morning were alsadhe
(Metatrichia floriformis and Trichia scabrg. Penny
added to the list with some microscopy on "dots on
sticks", addingPhoma camplanataon dead hogweed



stems, Bertia moriformis - with tiny blackberry-like
fruit bodies and 40 micron long spores - and
Lasiosphaeria spermoide®oth on hardwood. The
Ascomycete Encoelia furfuracéhe Spring Hazelcup)
was found on a dead attached Hazel branch (thexe is
nice article about this fungus in the first issde-ld
Mycology"A Winter's Trail, by Jo Weightman FM 1(1)
p.9, 2000). A number of polypores were noted,
including Phellinus pomaceugthe Cushion Bracket,
B&K2 p.266) on Blackthorn andaedalea quercina
(the Oak Mazegill, Phillips p.314) on an Oak log.
Clitocybe fragrans (the Fragrant Funnel), a white
Clitocybe with a sweet aniseed smell, was the only
agaric.

Pulpit Hill (National Trust) and Grangelands
(Bucks. County Council) Saturday 30 Apr 2005

Spring forays are the time to look out for inteirgt
Ascomyceteand this visit did not disappoint. The rare
Cordyceps gracilis(B&K1 p.310), a member of a
genus that parasitizes insects among other things,
found on a dead caterpillar and is a new Countgroec
Verpa conica(the Thimble Morel, Phillips p.359) and
Xylaria carpophila (Beechmast Candlesnuff, Phillips
p.370/1) were among 16 Ascomycetes recorded.

Fig.6 Geastrum fimbriatum from Pulpit Hill 2005 ©Penny Cullington

including Psathyrella spadiceogrisea(the Spring
Brittlestem, B&K4 p.286) making up the day's tovél
36 species.

Wotton House Sunday 31 Jul 2005

The grounds of Wotton House include ancient
woodland and some very ancient Oaks and have been
managed with natural biodiversity in mind for many
years. The nearby nature reserve of Rushbeds Wood
was originally part of the estate. After some fairl
moist weeks of summer, we were hoping that Wotton,
new site for the Bucks. Fungus Group, would provide
an interesting range of fungi and we were not
disappointed.

Peter Bugg, who knows the site well, very kindly
agreed to lead us around the estate. | was anaaized
numbers ofCoprinus s.l.(Ink Cap) fruitbodies that we
encountered, including some excellent material of
Coprinopsiscortinata (fig.7) and what turned out to be

Fig.7 Coprinopsis cortinata at Wotton House 31 Jul 2005

no fewer than 10 different species. Most excitirfg o
these was a single fruitbody @foprinus heterothrix
This is not uncommon elsewhere in Europe but,
surprisingly, had not been recorded before in Brith
had seen it once before on the British Mycological
Society foray to Normandy in 2001.

Among the other agarics, the rarely recordiégtena
corynephora(B&K3 p.266), new to the County, was
notable. Others included four species Rdathyrella
and Pluteus romellii (the Goldleaf Shield, Phillips
p.166).

We found good material of one of the Bird's Nesigfiy
Cyathus striatugthe Fluted Bird's Nest, Phillips p.337,
fig.8), which had a good year in 2005 turning upaon
number of subsequent forays. The find at Wotton,
however, seems to be the first Buckinghamshirertgco
somewhat surprisingly since it has been recorded a

Among the Basidiomycetes, two earthstars were foundnymber of times in each of Hertfordshire, Berkshire

- Geastrum triplex(the Collared Earthstar, Phillips
p.335) andGeastrum fimbriatunfthe Sessile Earthstar,
Phillips p.334, fig.6) with a small number of agsri

and Oxfordshire. Also new to the County was
Steccherinum fimbriatunB&K2 p.178), a resupinate
fungus with distinctly fringed edges.



Fig.8 Cyathus striatus. Material photographed from Salcey Forest Sep 2005.
The cups are somewhat less than 1 cm across the top

Mousells Wood and Moor Wood
Saturday 24 Sep 2005

We were joined by the Frieth Natural History Sogiet
for these two forays, our first of the autumn seaso

arranged by Alan Gudge. Elsewhere, the signs did no

seem to suggest an outstanding season. wevo,

Foraying at Mousells Wood on 24 September. BFG isc  ertainly a fungus
recording group that doesn't operate a "no dogs" po licy.

Mousells Wood in the morning surprised us with an

array of many varied and unusual fungi. This istlad

and Clavariadelphus pistillaris (the Giant Clubillipis
p.340, fig.10) all of which are rarely recorded.heT
total number of species found was 90.

Fig.9 Inocybe erinaceomorpha at Mousells Wood on 24 Sep 2005

Moor Wood in the afternoon produced just over 40
species, of whiclhactarius pterosporugPhillips p.61),
with pink milk and spores with large distinct ridge
Hebeloma aestivajeagain, andConocybe rugosavere
among the less commonly recorded finds.

more surprising since our subsequent forays in 2005

mostly did not provide an overwhelming quantity of
fungi, although finding unusual things was the gehe
pattern. Noteworthy finds at Mousells Wood incldde
a large number oocybespecies, includingnocybe
erinaceomorpha(C&D p.312, fig.9 and see BFG
Newsletter No.6 p.2), some colourfuCortinarius
species such &ortinarius olearioideqPhillips p.174)
and Cortinarius bulliardii (the Hotfoot Webcap,
Phillips p.198), Hebeloma aestivale Hygrophorus
penarius (the Matt Woodwax, C&D p.164)Russula
acetolengdC&D p.394),Russula fagineéC&D p.390),

from Mousells Wood 29 Sep 2005 ©
Penny Cullington

Fig.10 Clavariadelphus pistillaris

"Mushroom Magic" Exhibition at the Bucks.
County Museum, Aylesbury Saturday 1 Oct 2005

This event is organised by member Mike Palmer,
Keeper of Natural History at the Museum, and has
become a regular and popular event with visitorhéo



Museum, as well as our members. Indeed, this year
fungi, including the British Mycological Societyigngi
models, will be the subject of a permanent dispiaye

to run throughout the autumn.

At the 2005 event, members brought in a wonderful
selection of fungi and spent time with visitors
explaining about the exhibits. Many thanks to afiow
participated. The display included books on fungil a
member Nick Jarvis's beautiful photographs, whidh w
also feature in this year's permanent autumn displa

Fig.11 Coprinopsis bicornis  new to Britain. On dung from Hampden
Common

another species growing on the dung as it siés oot
on my workbench in Whitchurch. On examination
under the microscope, the fungus turned out to be
Coprinopsis bicornis (fig.11), whose distinctive
microscopic features make it easy to recognisés, It
however, extremely rare, not having been found rieefo
in Britain and the recent (2005) publication on the
genus says "very rare in the Netherlands, knowm fro
two localities only. Not yet recorded from elsewder
Europe ".

Attendees at the "Mushroom Magic" Exhibition at the Museum 1 Oct 2005

Burnham Beeches "Walk and Talk" Saturday 8 Oct

Hampden Common joint foray with the Bucks.
P ol y W - 2005 Tutored by Martyn Ainsworth

Archeological Society Natural History Section,

Sunday 2 Oct 2005 This was an all day event consisting of a mornadg t

The woodland fungi were not too plentiful, but our followed by a walk through the Beeches in the
small group of forayers, led by Jim Stott, foundngo  afternoon. Martyn Ainsworth has beexploring the
notable fungi on the open field at the beginninghaf
foray. These grassland fungi included several wasca
(brightly coloured species that indicate unimproved
grassland potentially important for fungi) and some
unusualEntolomaspecies. Waxcaps found at the foray,
Hygrocybe chlorophana (the Golden Waxcap),
Hygrocybe glutinipes (the Glutinous Waxcap),
Hygrocybe psittacingthe Parrot Waxcap, Phillips p.74,
fig.xx) and Hygrocybe reidii (the Honey Waxcap,
named after its characteristic smell, Phillips p7y6
often appear later in the year, so the site wowdd b
worth revisiting in NovemberEntoloma ameidess
another species recognisable from its smell - a
characteristic fruity smell, reminiscent of somarids
of bubble gum. Entoloma sericeum variety
cinereoopacumvas another rather uncommon find. use of carefully chosen fungal species as indisabér
how important ancient woodland sites are for fungal
Collecting samples of Horse manure in plastic pots conservation. His recent investigations at the Besc
all part of the normal round for mycologists likeem suggest that it is a site of national and arguably
interested inCoprinus s.l.species, but it did cause a international importance. We were treated to an
little surprise (alarm?) among one or two of thasev excellent illustrated talk and the woodland coofszta
to foraying! The collection on this occasion hatng by provided an array of fresh specimens of the ispec
species on it, later determinedRerasola misefas we described during the morning. These included
now have to call it, previousl€oprinus miser one of Ceriporiopsis gilvescens(Phillips p.318, fig.12),
the more common dung species, more usually Ganoderma pfeiffer{Phillips p.305, fig.13)Hericium
associated with cow dung. A few days lateroticed cirrhatum (the Tiered Tooth, Phillips p.327, fig.14) and

Fig.12 Ceriporiopsis gilvescens  at Burnham Beeches 8 Oct 2005



Fig.13 Ganoderma pfeifferi at Burnham Beeches 8 Oct 2005

Laxitextum bicolo(B&K2 p.120, fig.15).

The afternoon also provided a good range of other

finds, a total of 126 species in all, includiRiuteus
thomsonii (the Veined Shield, Phillips p.166, figs.18-
20) with remarkably wrinkled cap bearing cystidighw
long pointed extensions, with similar ones on tik g
edge.

Fig.14 Hericium cirrhatum at Burnham Beeches 8 Oct 2005

Common Wood (Tylers Green Residents Society)
Saturday 15 Oct 2005

This was our first autumn foray here, and was
pleasingly well supported, although the fungi were
sadly somewhat thin on the ground. Conditions seeme
to be favourable, with rain a few days earlier, &gitve
have found elsewhere this season fruiting appeae t
very inconsistent and unpredictable in this aregh w
mycorrhizal species in short suppAmanita muscaria
(the Fly Agaric, Phillips p.140) was plentiful, hewer,
under the birch, and lovely specimensQirtinarius
delibutus(the Yellow Webcap, Phillips p.172, fig.16)
were collected, looking like a set of Russian ddllwo
species ofHebelomawere identified and also of note
was the rarely recordeésathyrella spintrigeroides
growing in moss. This species was originally ddmsadi

by Peter Orton in 1960 from material collected in
Surrey, and there are only a handful of recordsesin
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then. The 2005 checklist includes it with some doub
about its distinction from another (apparently dlyua
rare) Psathyrella but Penny, who -collected and
identified it, feels that the microscopic charastare
very characteristic and distinct.

Fig.15 Laxitextum bicolor at Burnham Beeches 8 Oct 2005

Fig.16 Cortinarius delibutus photo from Scotland 2005
© Penny Cullington

Dancersend (BBOWT, SSSI) 16 Oct 2005. Joint
Foray with the Hertfordshire Fungi Group

This was a very well attended foray with around 30
attendees including many of the most experienced
mycologists from both Groups. A good variety of
species was identifiedMarasmius bulliardiion Beech
litter (B&K3 p.235) is rarely recorded and easily
mistaken for the more commadwiarasmius rotula(the
Collared Parachute, Phillips p.118/9, which difféss
being a lighter shade of pale, slightly larger @agling
more gills). Kerry Robinson, sharp eyed as always,
took some specimens that didn't look right for
Marasmius rotula home and checked them out.
Another Marasmius M. torquescens(B&K3 p.244)
was found. This has distinctive pointed thick-walle
hairs 6eta@ in the cap and stem (fig.17).



Other agarics includedAmanita phalloides (the Angling Spring Wood and Prestwood Holy Trinity
Deathcap, Phillips p.144), providing newer forayers Church Yard. Joint meeting with Prestwood Nature
with an opportunity to recognise this deadly pomo and the Conchological Society Saturday 22 Oct 2005
fungus, Hebeloma mesophaeurfVeiled Poisonpie,

Phillips p.216/7), Stropharia coronilla (the Garland  Angling Spring Wood is one of the Prestwood Nature'
Roundhead, Phillips p.249)Pluteus romellii (the local sites and is one of the places where the rare
Goldleaf Shield, Phillips p.166) arRluteus thomsonii ~ Slender Slug is found. This is known to feed ongfun
(the Veined Shield, Phillips p.166, figs.18-20)vé-i  (Russula species have been suggested as its &vorit
Inocybespecies were found by Alan Outen, the leading nibble), so Tony Marshall, a BFG member andéead
British authority on this genus, includinfnocybe

erinaceomorpha(fig.9) andInocybe haemactdC&D

p.312). Kerry found (and identified on sigh@pprinus

cortinatus (Coprinopsis cortinataas | am now calling

ity and | was pleased to find for the first time

Psathyrella pygmaeagrowing, as it often does,

alongside its look alike&Coprinellus disseminatughe

Fairy Inkcap, Phillips p.260).

Fig. 19 Specimen from Dancersend 16 Oct 2005

Fig.17 Marasmius torquescens stem setae under the microscope.
Specimen from Mousells Wood in Sep 2005

Kerry added numerous micro and corticioid fungi
records to the list, withSeptoria cornicola (on , ‘ o

. Fig. 20 Specimen from Dancersend 16 Oct 2005. The | ine in the centre of
Dogwood leaves),Hymenoscyphus salicelluon a the photograph is probably a spider’s silk thread.
Willow twig), Ramularia fraxini (on Ash leaves),
Scopuloides rimosa Stypella dubia and
Henningsomyces candidwsnong the less commonly

of Prestwood Nature, and Liz Biles of the
Conchological Society organised the joint foray to
recorded species. Anglir)g Spring Wood. Along with some 59 fungi, the

Figs. 18, 19 & 20 Pluteus thomsonii showing wrinkled cap bearing SlUg It.S€|f was found in several places. | found it

cystidia with elongated extensions munching a corticioid fungus and, although | gethera

avoid trying to identify corticioids, took this orimack
home and it turned out to bBomentella sublilacina
Having formulated the theory, on this rather flimsy
evidence, that th&@omentellawas the slug's favourite
nibble, | was interested to see a paper in thengdur
Mycologia on this very same fungus using various
fungus-eating arthropods to disperse its sporellerOt
fungi found on the foray included fivimocybe eight
MycenaspeciesHebeloma helodeB&K5 p.120 adH.
pusillunm), Ripartites tricholomathe Bearded Seamine,
Phillips p.233) and a range of other typical Chilte
Beechwood species. Two Myxomycetegrcyria
denudataand Dictydiaethalium plumbeumwere also
found.

In the afternoon, part of the group visited Prestsvo
Fig.18 Specimen from Burnham Beeches 8 Oct 2005 Holy Trinity Church Yard, which ylelded a number of



unimproved grassland species - eight Hygrocybe
species includingHygrocybe calyptriformigthe Pink
Waxcap, Phillips p.74, fig.24Hygrocybe punicedthe
Crimson Waxcap, Phillips p.75) andHygrocybe
citrinovirens (the Citrine Waxcap) along with six club
& coral fungi such asClavulinopsis helvola(the
Yellow Club, Phillips p.342/3, fig.21) an@lavaria
fumosa(Smoky Spindles, fig.22 - the colour can vary
from whitish smoke-gray, as shown, to ochre-brotwnis
as illustrated in B&K2 p.344 or Phillips p.341,radugh
this appears to have become a little yellower ten
same picture in the earlier edition).

Fig.21 Clavulinopsis helvola specimen from Bernwood in 2002

Fig.22 Clavaria fumosa at Prestwood Church Yard
22 Oct 2005 © Penny Cullington

Margaret Holden Memorial Foray Ashridge joint
foray with Herts Fungi Group and NT 23 Oct 2005

With 101 participants and four separate groupalg

Fig.23 Amanita eliae photo from Bradenham 2003 © Penny Cullington

Bradenham (NT, SSSI) and Naphill Common (SSSI)
Sunday 30 Oct 2005

This is one of the richest areas of the Chiltern
Beechwoods, for flowering plants as well as fuhge
recorded 85 species includirigstulina hepatica(the
Beefsteak Fungus, Phillips p.304/5)Gyroporus
castaneus (the Chestnut Bolete, Phillips p.287),
Craterellus cornucopioides(the Horn of Plenty,
Phillips p.274),Mutinus caninus(the Dog Stinkhorn,
Phillips p.338) and Cantharellus cibarius (the
Chanterelle, Phillips p.272Mycena rosedathe Rosy
Bonnet), Mycena Diosma(C&D p.231) andMycena
pelianthina (the Blackedge Bonnet, Phillips p.82/3)
were found and are all in the same groupgtena as
the much commone¥ycena pura(the Lilac bonnet),
which was also found. It seems to be a charadteost
the richer, long-established sites that closelyatesl
and, in the wider world much rarer, species become
established. Finding four of the five members a§ th
Mycenagroup is a good illustration of this. Other less
commonly recorded fungi included tvi@piotaspecies

- Lepiota subgraciligB&K4 p.202, ad_. kuehneriana
and Lepiota clypiolaria(the Shield Dapperling, C&D
p.243).

Penn Waxcap Foray Thursday 3 Nov 2005
It is remarkable how many fungi can be found owld ¢

November day as one travels the 400 metres from Pen
Church to the Squirrel Pub. Even with such a wanoh a

list of 182 species was achieved despite apparentlywelcoming attraction, we stopped and collected some

unpromising conditions. Finds includ@uteus pellitus
(the Ghost Shield, C&D p.283)nocybe brevispora
andRussula aurorgthe Dawn Brittlegill, C&D p.392)
as well asAmanita eliagC&D p.276, fig.23) at its only
known Hertfordshire site. Penny has found it aiesalv
sites in Buckinghamshire and it is otherwise only
known from Kent and Sussex.
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63 species of fungi. The waxcaps were much in
evidence, 13 different species in all, including
Hygrocybe calyptriformigithe Pink Waxcap, Phillips
p.74, fig.24), Hygrocybe flavipes(the Yellow Foot
Waxcap, Bon p.103)Hygrocybe irrigata (the Slimy
Waxcap, Phillips p.73). Penny and | independemathkt
home and studied specimens of a fungus not qugjke: ri
for Clavulinaand each made Ramariopsis kunzégthe
Ivory Coral, fig.25), Penny's specimen confirmed at
Kew. Other finds included foumpesies of



of the rare Buckinghamshire unimproved grassland
sites where Hygrocybe and other fungal species
characteristic of such habitats thrive. We founital

of eleven Hygrocybe species, including magnificent
material ofHygrocybe punicedthe Crimson Waxcap,
Phillips p.75), Hygrocybe calyptriformis(the Pink
Waxcap, Phillips p.74, fig.24), ardygrocybe irrigata
(the Slimy Waxcap, Phillips p.73) again. Other find
included two Geastrum species,Psathyrella
multipedata (the Clustered Brittlestem, Phillips
p.254/5) andRamariopsis kunzeithe Ivory Coral,
fig.25) again. The anamorphic fun@alcarisporium
arbuscula on Hygrocybe pratensis(the Meadow
Waxcap, Phillips p. 72) continued the "fungus on a
fungus" theme.

Bernwood (Forest Enterprise) Sunday 18 Dec 2005

Fig.24 Hygrocybe calyptriformis  photographed in Derbyshire in
2004 © Penny Cullington

Our last foray of the season provided a very erjleya

Roundhead, C&D p.354Bovista plumbedthe Grey walk through de'lightful woodland.and a wqrth_y, ibtn
Puffball, Phillips p.331) an®aecilomyces marquandii  ©verwhelming list of 30 species. Fungi included
on Hygrocybe virgineathe Snowy Waxcap). There is Cantharellus tubaeformis(the Trumpet Chanterelle,
an interesting description and discussion this gaen ~ Phillips - p.273), Hydnum  repandum (the Wood
on a fungus" in Alick Henrici's "Notes and Records" Hedgehog, Phillips p.323)schnoderma benzoinu(the

section in the January 2002 issue of Field MycologyBenzoin Bracket, Phillips p.308 ak resinosunj
(3(1), p.28) with a photograph by Alan Outen. Mycena flavescens(Phillips p.85) and Strobilurus
esculentus(the Sprucecone Cap, C&D p.232) on a

buried Spruce cone.

Clavulinopsis  Stropharia inuncta (the Smoky

Other Interesting Finds during 2005

I have tried to give a flavour of our activitiesrihg the
year but without listing all of the many recordsdea
These are available in the form of lists for eactay
and will also be available to members in the forfna o
comprehensive database of Buckinghamshire fungi
when the current work on the database is compléted.
addition to the main events in our 2005 programme,
there were many other records made during the year.

Fig.25 Ramariopsis kunzei from Penn Churchyard 3 Nov 2005 (the rather
strange background is my plastic briefcase).

Stowe Landscaped Gardens (NT) Sunday 6 Nov 2005

This public foray has become one of our regulants/e

and in 2005 we organised it as a "roadshow" with

smaller groups led by members of the BFG collecting Fig-26 Marasmius curreyi on dead (or
specimens and bringing them to one of the splendid notso deac) herbaceous stems 2005
Palladian buildings for identification and displaihis

format worked well and we counted a total of around ¥VOU|d f"k‘; to mention jus:]a
96 species for the day. ew of them. Among the

Summer grass stems, in
several places, | found the
tiny Marasmius curreyi (C&D p.214, fig.26). Later i
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Stowe, like Penn and the occasional Churchyamhés



July, Tony Marshall took me to see what | identifees Photographs are © Derek Schafer unless indicated
Boletus satanoideswhich | understand is what the otherwise.

2005 checklist names &vletus legaliad C&D p.437,

fig.27). This was under Oak at the side of a roadrn BMS COPRINUS WORKSHOP

Prestwick. My photographing (see fig.27) was

bordering on the not legaliae, taken as it was With  |n May some thirty enthusiastic members of theighit
tripod set up in the narrow carriageway with cars \ycological Society attended a residential weekend
rushing past! workshop at Green Park Conference Centre in Aston

) Clinton. A few were BFG members but most hailed

At a BBOWT foray | was leading at Rushbeds éh 9 from much further afield, as far flung as the wildls
October, | was presented with a large agaric @tdd  the \West Country and Aberdeenshire. Laden with
something like alepistaor Clitocybe nebularis My microscopes, specimens, reference books and note
response to the demand for a name was "doesn'fooks, all had come to learn from the country’s imos
compute” and | took it home. There, it turned @ubeé  experiencedCoprinusspecialist, his reputation both in
the Rhodocybe gemingC&D p.303, fig.28) that  ihe field and in the lab. being well known. His rem
featured in thé&ield Mycology article of April 2005 have you guessed yet? - was Dr Derek Schafer, yes,

your very own BFG leader! How many other local

fungus groups can aspire to a figurehead of such

mycological renown?!

We were not to be disappointed, and by the entief t
session all felt much more knowledgeable and capabl
of tackling this tricky genus (although witBoprinus
you do have to get your skates on to avoid your
specimen ending up as a pool of black soup before
you've got it home to look at!). Hand-outs
accompanied the lectures, which also were amply
illustrated with projected photos of the salierdtéges
magnified for our amazement, and a brand new key to
the genus together with a supply of dried matetdal
work on completed the picture. The food was copious
(6(2) p.65) by Graham Mattock and that Penny hadthe weather was wonderful, and in fact the weekend
found in Hodgemoor Woods in 2004. Previously rare, was in atmosphere more like a reunion of old friend
this does seem to be establishing a widespreadthe only down side being the time scheduled for the
presence. two foray sessions (6.30am on $a&id Sun morning!)
and the apparent need to grasp yet further fungiena
changes - nowadays a permanent thorn in the singggl
amateur mycologist’'s fleshCoprinus it seems, is
about to be hit more than most by this diseaseigbei
split up into no less than four different genera:
Coprinus - as we know it now applying to only two
species,Coprinopsis Coprinellus and Parasola Yet
more confusion ahead, then, and even the updated
edition of Roger Phillips’s much acclaimed fungioko
just published is already behind the times beftwee t
print has dried!

Fig.27 Boletus legaliae under Oak at roadside near Prestwick 15 July 2005

By the way, such workshop events are by no means fo
BMS members exclusively, and are open to all. There
are usually one or two held each year, normallyaon
specific genus or group of related genera, and #ney
References are to the following: Phillipdviushrooms an excellent way to introduce the keen amateuh¢o t
Roger Phillips, Macmillan 2006 (the new edition); techniques required to study fungi in more depth. N
C&D = Mushrooms & Toadstools of Britain &  more are planned this year however, but do askkDere

Europe, R. Courtecuisse & B. Duhem, HarperCollins or me if you would like to consider participating i
1995; B&K1-4 = Fungi of Switzerland, J.Breitenbach similar events in future, and we will let you knewen

& F.Krénzlin, VerIag/Edition Mykologia, 1984-1995, more information becomes available.
Bon = Mushrooms & Toadstools of Britain & North
Western EuropeM.Bon, Hodder & Stoughton 1987.

Fig.28 Rhodocybe gemina from Rushbeds Wood 9 Oct 2005
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THOSE YELLOW RUSSULAS!

For the 2003 newsletter (my first as editor) | verain
article on the three common green-capped species othe gills are white when young then pale cream, but
Russula it seemed popular and was then included in always distinctly contrasting with cap colour, also
the magazine Field Mycology. (Do you take it? It no fragile; the stipe is white but tends to grey windth or
you're really missing out.) So this year | thoudtot soggy; the taste is mild to acrid, not hot, andsime|l
have a go at the three common yellow ones, in avtler is hardly detectable. Significantly, this species i
commonness R.ochroleuca fellea and claroflava amazingly host-catholic, i.e. the opposite of host-
(English names: ochre brittlegill, geranium brigile specific - I'm not sure this is an accepted myciab
and yellow swamp brittlegill). However, | am here term, but I like it - growing happily with both bxd-
reminded of Delia Smith who in one of her cookery leaved trees and conifers. (ARussulaspecies are
programmes carefully demonstrated how to boil apm eg mycorrhizal, by the way.)
- after all, everyonecan identifyRussula ochroleuda
Yes, but how often are the other two of this trither R. felleais common but not nearly as frequent as
missed or misidentified? ochroleucaunless you are under Beech, with which it
is host-specific in the South. Thus if your specine
The main thrust of my argument previously was the growing with no Beech present you can safely
fact that although it is well nigh impossible tdisthe eliminate fellea from the equation. It's also usually a
green trio safely by comparing cap colour, you daurt smaller species, the cap colour tends to be offtarso
with relative ease by using a ferrous sulphatetalys buff-ochre with an orange tinge, and it peels miass
because the reaction when rubbed on the stem) is (areadily - only to 1/3. The gill colour is the give-away
bright salmon inheterophylla (b) dirty orange brown  for me with this species, being concolorous witke th
in aeruginea,or (c) nil to pale green imyanoxantha  cap and stipe, which incidentally doesn'’t grey vate.
var. peltereaui Sadly a crystal isn't going to be of Finally, the taste is burning hot and the smell is

much help with the yellow trio which all react slanly distinctive, being of geranium leaves (thus its Ii&hg
— just the usual boring dirty orange brown foundhe name) or - for me more aptly - of freshly steweglap
majority of Russulas Clear differences here, then.

However, there is another much under-rated colourR. claroflavais not that common in the South and
reagent which works a treat here. You may remembergrows exclusively under birch, preferring damp area
an article in Field Mycology2004 vol. 5(3))by Mario often with sphagnum (thus its English name), altfiou
Tortelli on Guaiac, a gum which can be very useful in Hodgemoor Wood it occurs in a much drier area.
when working on this genus. It is a sticky browmidl Again, therefore, noting the host tree with your
which when placed on the stem shows either a negati collection is essential. Stature is similarachroleuca
reaction (staining like weak tea after 4 minutes), and the cap peels to #fAlso, but the colour is a much
strong reaction (going bright blue-green within 3®- more uniform intense bright yellow, not ochre or
seconds), or some reaction between the two. Now, arange, and only a specimen afhroleucain tip-top
luck would have it, this reagent is extremely helpf condition and under birch should be confusable, but
with sorting out the yellow trio becausehroleucahas this does occur! The gills are whitish when young b
a very strong reaction whereéallea and claroflava soon become palish-ochraceous, clearly darker ithan
both have a negative one. This may not at firstnsee matureochroleuca and are also soft and not fragile. So
that advantageous as it's not going to Sglitea from a quick rub across the gills with a finger to sethey
claroflava, but in practice these two are not the ones crumble or not could be a useful indicator heree Th
people confuse. I've heard many a discussion in thestipe is white, but give it a scratch with yourdarnail
field as to whether a specimenoishroleucaor fellea— and then keep your eye on it in your basket as you
indeed, | suspect the photofefleain B&K vol.6 may foray on, because this species belongs to a gréup o
well be ochroleucajust to add to the fun - and I've Russulaswhich tend to blacken when damaged, and
heard even more heated debates @aroleucaand this applies to gills and cap as well. Yeghroleuca
claroflava, but never ovetelleaandclaroflava may have a greyish stipe when old and swollen with
moisture, but the fruitbody never darkens to theemx
0O.K. so you don’t possess a bottle of Guaiac, andshown inclaroflavawhen it's damaged.
certainly don’'t want to be bothered with taking are
forays with you! So let's make a proper comparisbn A quick word here on comparing spore print colour -
the species involved. always a useful way to confirm or reject your
determination of anyRussulaspecies, although it does
As everyone knowsR.ochroleucais a very common  mean a few hours’ wait for the result. (For thetbes
woodland species - probably the commoriasssula It method for doing this see Derek’s article followithds
is of medium stature; the cap is ochraceous tonigee  one. It's advisable after removing the specimeledve
yellow and the cuticle (skin of the cap) peels /@2
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the print to dry off for a few minutes before sdrap
the spores together in a pile with a razor bladendie

for a good concentration of coloudR. felleais the
palest of our trio being virtually white; then caosne
ochroleuca which is pale creamglaroflava is the
darkest, being pale ochre. If you're an enthudi&st
me, you'll keep old spore prints from year to yéar
facilitate quick checks that your identificationsatch
previous finds for that species. Considering how ca
colour in mostRussulaspecies can vary enormously
from specimen to specimen, it is quite amazing how
consistent the spore print colour for each spésjeand
also how it resists fading with time.

Before summarising this trio in tabular form, |tfél
should briefly mention the existence of furtherlgel
Russulaswhich may be found in our area, but which
are neither as common nor likely to be confusedh wit
our three. Here a quick tour with diagnostic feasur
highlighted:-

R. violeipes medium stature; cap a pale greenish,
violaceous or lemon yellow, cuticle hardly peeliag
all; stipe yellowish white but with varying amounts

of violet or purple; taste mild; guaiac negative; host-
catholic; not that common.

R. risigallina a small species; cap colour apricot-
orange, cuticle almost entirely peeling; gills deep
saffron, spore print orange-ochre; taste mgdaiac
negative; fairly common with broad-leaved treemr

acetolens= R. luteais very similar, but cap egg yellow
and not nearly as common.)

R. solaris similar again toR. risigallina but a rare
species; cap colour a softer yellow, almfidtealike,
with a grooved margin and cuticle peeling only to
halfway; gills as cap, not as dark asetolens spore
print also not as darlsmell similar to fellea but taste
acrid, not burning hot; guaiac positive grows with
Beech. (I would love to find this species.)

R. farinipes an occasional smallish species; cap colour
betweenfellea and ochroleuca cuticle not peelable,
flesh thinnish and flexible, elasti¢ gills paler than
cap, slightly decurrent and quite widely spacetpest
hard, rigid; taste burning hot, smell fruity; guaia
negative; under broad-leaved trees, oak in pasicul
('ve found this once in Burnham Beeches.)

R. grata(= laurocerasj, foetensand subfoetensiave
caps some shade of ochre or honey, but they tehd to
largish species and have sulcate cap margin
(grooved) not present in the trio; they also have
distinctive strong smells - rancid or of almondsiaiac
strongly positive. (These species belong to a group
often affectionately referred to as “the smelligs”.

R. lepidavar. lactea asR. lepida- which has a bright
red cap with a matt surface, not peeling, aotd
flesh in the cap and stipe (taste is said to be of
cedarwood pencils!). This variety has a pale yellow
cream cap.

R. ochroleuca R. fellea
Stature medium, cap to 10cms.
Cap ochraceous to greenish yello
Cuticle peels to 2/%

Gills white then pale cream

Gills thin and crowded, fragile
Spore print pale cream

Stipe white, greying when damp o
old

Taste mild to acrid, not hot; smell
not distinctive

Habitat host-catholic

Guaiac positive

*Dermatocystidia & fuchsinophile
hyphae both absent, but cap hyph
end cells golden yellow in KOH

Spore print white
I'Stipe+ concolorous

geranium leaves or

Guaiac negative

Stature smallish, cap to 8cms.
WCap buff-ochre with orange tinge

Cuticle peels to only 1/%3

Gills + concolorous with cap

Gills unremarkable in texture

Taste burning hot; smell fruity, of
Habitat host-specific, witkagus
*Dermatocystidia abundant but

daichsinophile hyphae absent, no
golden end cells in KOH

R. claroflava

Stature medium, cap to 10cms.
Cap a uniform intense bright yello
Cuticle peels to 2/%

Gills cream then pale ochraceous
Gills flexible

Spore print pale ochre yellow
Stipe white, but whole fruitbody
blackening where damaged
Taste mild; smell not distinctive

w

with cap

stewed apple
Habitat host-specific, witBetula

Guaiac negative

*Dermatocystia absent but
fuchsinophile hyphae present, no
golden end cells in KOH

*If you use a microscope, examining a sliver of tag
cuticle will firm up your identification - as yowan see
from the table above differences between the three
quite distinct - but you do need sulphuric acid,
hydrochloric acid and vanillin crystals as wellkk®H

and congo red to see all features convincingly. Do
please ask me if you'd like more details about méth
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for this, or alternatively contact Geoffrey Kibby
(FieldMycol@aol.comn for a copy of his synoptic
Russula key which includes all the information you
need on microscope techniques for this fascinating
genus, of which there are so far known to be 150
species present in this country.




PRACTICAL TIPS - HOW TO MAKE A SPORE
PRINT

Derek Schafer

Spore prints are important in identifying fungi far
number of reasons. They show the colour of theespor
in mass, an important identification character for
identifying genus and within many generay. Russula.
The print provides mature spores for measuringr thei
size under the compound microscope, compared with
gill tissue, which includes immature, usually sreall
spores. And the print is a useful addition to ebhgum
specimen for future reference.

Spore prints are best made on to a smooth, cossurle
waterproof surface to avoid contaminating the spore
and to aid in judging colour. A glass microscopdesl

is almost ideal - | say almost because they do
occasionally break. To make a print, we need taepla
the mushroom with its cap resting on the slidewdf
use two slides on top of a plastic cup, the mughroo
can be placed with its stem in the cup and theris
need to cut off the cap. Cutting off the cap usuall
works OK, but we may want to keep the mushroom
whole (to re-photograph) or cut it horizontally (to
examine gill attachment) and is unnecessary.

Stropharia coronilla spore print

The problem with two slides at the top of the caithiat
they fall off (believe me, no matter how carefuluyo
are, they fall off). The solution (see photos) ipiece
of cardboard with a slot in one side. The slidéssi
top of the cardboard on top of the cup with a sgace
the stem and the mushroom sits on top with its stem
the cup. The arrangement is much more stable dad af

Agrocybe rivulosa spore print

a few hours, we have a good thick spore print. Digp
the stem in water does NOT improve the result, sbut
second (see-through) plastic cup over the cap helps
avoid drying out and keeps out air currents.

A note about cardboard. | use a plastic-coated
cardboard which is white, at least on one side, aad

be washed. This is obtained by buying certain dank
food products that are sold in cardboard cartome T
cartons have a plastic-coated surface inside andea
cut up when empty. Unfortunately, some of these are
lined with foil, so you have to find a product withe
appropriate white inner surface. Another examplke, |
margarine pots, of mycologists diet being dictalbgd
the containers the food comes in!

Incidentally, the second photograph shows a species
collected whilst writing this in August 2006. It
appeared on my woodchip pile and seems to be the
species discussed in the article by Camilla Loumatt
Field Mycology(7(2), April 2006, p.47), first described
from the Netherlands in 2003 and from one site in
Britain in 2004. | need to have it confirmed butrifly

this species, then it is really on the move!

IT'S ALL GREEK TO ME!

It was suggested at the AGM that | might write a
sequel to last year’s article on Latin names aredr th
meanings, and to this end I've recently acquiresl th
book “Botanical Latin” by William Stearn. This
weighty tome was written as an aid to assist betani
to create good descriptions for newly discovereahipl
species in Latin - this is a mandatory requinenfier
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all things natural, including fungi, which are néa
science. Much of it makes fascinating reading ifi yo
have an interest in words and their derivation,
although only a small part is specifically relevant
mycological names and terms; however, the section o
Greek word elements, prefixes and suffixes uised
botanical Latin really caught my attention.



Last time | treated Latin suffixes together withe th
colours, quoting examples from familiar fungus
names; so I've decided here to put together aofist
pertinent Greek word elements, in the hope that you
will find it as interesting and enlightening asit.dl

do find it helps when committing a new fungus name
to memory if you have some idea why it was so
named. | must admit that although some words are
obviously familiar, 1 was hitherto unaware of how
much Greek went into the construction of our “L&tin

fungus names, and it appears that many names are in

fact either a combination of Latin and Greek, astju
“Latinised” versions of the Greek. In most instasice
below it soon becomes fairly obvious why a word was
chosen to form a particular fungus’s name, butgsea
note that these are purely my own personal
interpretations and a certain amount of guesswask h
gone on - | may not necessarily be correct.
Sometimes, however, the link between the Greek and
the fungus name remains a complete mystery to me!
These I've marked with a “(?)”, and I'd be grateiiul
anyone can shed further light on the connection. So
here goes:-

a-: not, without, -lessOtidea alutacea not yellow;
Conocybe aporos spores with no germ pore;
Lactariusazonites cap with no zoning.

calo, calli beautiful.Calocybe(see also undeaybe);
Boletuscalopus: with a beautiful stipe (see also under
pus:; Inocybecalospora with beautiful spores.
carpos fruit. Xylaria carpgohila: fruit-loving ie
grows on beech nuts (see also undehnila);
basidiocarp: mushroom fruitbody.

caulos stem. Caulocystidia: cells found on the stipe
(see also undeaystig.

cephale(us) head. Amanita echincephala spiky
cap (see also undechino$; Coprinus lei@ephalus
smooth cap (see also undieios).

chaete loose flowing hair, manédymenehaeteand
Phanerahaeteare corticioids with hairs present (?).
chalca copper.Chalciporus a genus of bolete with
pores thus coloured.

cheilos lip. Cheilocystidia: cells found on the gill
edge (see also under cystidi@heilymenia a genus
of discomycete (?)

chloros greenish, greenish-yellow. Hygrocybe
chlorophana (see also underphana); Russula
chloroides has a greenish ring of colour at the stipe
apex.

chrysa gold. Xerocomuschrysenteron gold within;
Lactariuschrysarheus containing gold latex (milk).
cyathos ladle, cup. Cyathus basically a
gastromycete in a cupseudoclitocybecyathiformis:
goblet-shaped.

-cybe head Agro-, Calo-, Clito-, Cono-, Dermo-, Ino-
, Psilocybeetc.

16

cystis bladder. Cystidia: swollen cellgsnthracobia
macracystis with large gill cells;Cystalerma with
swollen cells in the cap skin.

dasys shaggy, hairy.Dasysyphus an ascomycete
covered in hairs.

derma skin. Dermacybe(skinhead!)Ganalerma(?)
echinos  hedgehog, sea-urchin. Lycoperdon
echingum: a very spiny puffball, Amanita
echinocephala with a spiny cap (see also under
cephale)

epk: upon. Epichloe an ascomycete which grows
upon grasse<cliloe (Gk : young green corn or grass);
Mycenaepipterygia grows with fern (see also under
pteris).

erythros red. Collybia erythropus with a red stipe
(see also undepusg; Coprinuserythrocephalus with

a red veil on the cap (see also uncephalg

gaster belly. Gastromycete: stomach fungus;
Melanaggaster : a blackish hypogeous gastromycete
(see also undemelanoandhypg.

glossa tongue. Geo, Lepto, Micro- and
Trichoglossum genera of earthtongue<Calocera
glossades tongue-shaped.

gramma stroke of a pen, lineMycena polygramma
andMelanoleucagrammaodiaboth have a stem with
many lines/groovednocybegrammaa (?)
gymnos naked, stripped. Gymnailus
Gymnasporangium(?)

gyros ring, circle.Gyroporus a genus of bolete with
rounded pores;Gyromitra: an ascomycete with a
rounded head.

haema blood. Inocybe haemata with reddening
flesh; Mycena haematopus: with red juice in thenste
helodes frequenting marsheslebelomaandRussula
helodesare both found in this habitat.

hyalos glass. Hyaloscypha a transluscent
ascomycete; hyaline: a cell not taking up stain,
colourless.

hydro: water.Hydropus a genus with watery juice in
the stem (see also undeus

hygro: wet, moist.Hygrocybe(see also undecybe;
Hygrophorus(see also undephorug.

hypa below.Hypoxilon: a genus which grows within
the wood;Hygrophorushypahejus(?)

ion: violet. Calocybeionides with cap and stipe thus
coloured;Russulaonochlora: with cap coloured with
mixed violet and greenish-yellow (see also under
chlora).

lagos(aros) a hare, lanky. Coprinuagopus like a
hare’s leg or foot.

leios smooth to touchCoprinus leiocephalusand
Inocybe leiocephala cap smooth. (see also under
cephalé

lepis scale (of fish, snake)Agaricus xanthkepis
with a scaly cap and yellowing flesh (see also unde
xanthog; Lepigda (?)

?;



leptos fine, thin, slender, wealkdycenaleptocephala
(?); Inocybeleptacystis with thin-walled gill cells.
leuca whitish, pale. Leuccagaricus and Leucocop-
rinus. genera akin té&\garicusandCoprinus but with
whitish sporesHebelomaeucasarx with white flesh
(see also undesarx)

limon: moist grassy placeCortinarius limonius:
prefers this habitat.

lithos: a stone.Pisdithus: a gastromycete which
looks like a stone.

-loma hem, fringe, bordertdebe-, Hyph-,Trichd@?);
Ripartites trichdoma: cap with a hairy fringed margin
(see also undéricho).

macros large. Macrolepiota: a genus of large
Lepiotas Macrocystidia: with  large gill cells;
Agaricus macresporus & mecrocarpus with large
spores & large fruitbody.

malacos soft to the touchCortinarius malachus

().
megas big, large Megacollybia; Mycenamegapora
melas melana black, blackish. Inocybe

xanthanelas with a yellowish cap but fruitbody
blackens when dried (see also undeantho$;
Melandeucameldeuca: flesh blackens (in the stem)
(see also undeeucy).

meli: honey. Armillaria mellea honey coloured(?);
Russulamelliolens smells of honey.

mesos middle. Conocybemesapora (?); Hebeloma
mes@haeum: cap centre is dark (see also under
phaeq

meta changed.Clitocybe metachroa cap changing
colour when dry or wet, hygrophanoudjycena
metda (?); Metatrichia (?)

micro: small. Micromphale a genus with a cap
having a small navel (see also undmmphalo,
Otidia micropus having a small stipe (see also under -
pus.

nanos dwarf. Russulanana and Pluteusnanus are
both very small examples of their genus.

ochros pale, wan, sallow, pale yellowRussula
ochrdeuca cap colour (see also unddeucy);
Cortinarius cabchrous: cap a beautiful pale yellow
(see also underalo)

odont relating to teethSarcalon(tia): genera with
teeth-like tubes instead of gilldyphodonia (?).

oligos small. Oligosporus a bracket genus with
small spores.

omphalos navel. Omphaina and Micromphale:
genera with caps thus shapedilactarius
omphalformis; having a cap with a navel
opsis aspect, appearance oBolet-,
Hygrophor-, Tricholoropsis etc.

pachys thick, stout.Coprinuspachyspermuswith fat
spores; Amanita pachyolvata with a very large
volvapara-: beside, nearRussulaparazurea cap
colour near toR. azurea; Boletuparasiticus: grows
beside (in fact on) its host.

Clavulin-,
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phaeo dark. Phaeaollybia: like a dark Collybig;
Clitocybephaeghthalma:fruitbody looking dark.
philo: fond of, loving.Russula sphagmhila: grows
in sphagnum; Conocybe copnghila: dung-loving
(copro (Gk): dung); Psathyrella ammphila: sand-
loving (ammo(Gk): sand).

phleba vein. Pluteus phlebghorus cap veined;
Phleha.

phyllon: leaf. Marasmius eghyllus. grows on
leaves (see also undepi); Clitocybe phyllophila:
leaf-loving (see also undenhila).

platys broad, wide Megacollybiaplatyphylla: grows
with broad-leaved trees (see also urateylla).

pleura rib. Pleurocystidia: cells found on the gill
side rather than the gill edge (see also undeis}yst
Pleurotus a genus with decurrent gills, thus ribbed on
the stipe.

poly: much, manyXylaria polymorpha with many
shapes (morphugk): shape);Polyporus with many
pores.

psammos sand. Cortinarius psammaephalus cap
sandy-coloured (see also und=phalg; Tricholoma
psammg@hilunt sand-loving (see also undahilo).
psilos bare, stripped of hair, smootPsilocybg?)
(see also undexybg

psittacos parrot. Hygrocybe psittadna: cap thus
coloured.

pteris fern.Mycenapterygena grows on fern stems.
pteron feather, wing.Lactarius ptercsporus with
winged spores.

-pus foot. Boletus erythrpus with a red stipe (see
also under erythrog; Mycena galpus with
milk/latex in the stipe (gatsk): milk).

pyr: fire. Lactarius pyrogalus with fiery-tasting
milk/latex; Pyrenomycete ie a group of fungi which
look blackened as if burnt.

rhacodytos ragged, tattered. Macrolepiota
rhacodes cap with this appearance.

rhiza: root. Mycorhizal fungi are those growing
attached to plant root®Rhizgpogon a gastromycete
with beard-like roots (pogotek): beard).

sarx flesh. Hebeloma leucgarx cap with whitish
flesh (see also und&ucg.

spathe: a broad flat bladeSpattularia: a genus thus
shaped;Calocara pallicdbspattulata: with pale flat
fruitbodies.

stephanos surrounding, encircling Strobilurus
stephanaystis with gill cells encircled with crystals.
stigma mark, spotDiatrype stigma with little dots.
strobilus ball, pine coneStrobilurus: a genus which
grows on pine coneg\manitastrobiliformis is thus
shaped while fruitbody immature(?)

thele teat, nipple.Thelephora bearing nipple-like
projections Dendrdhele (?)

trachys rough, shaggyTrachyspora with spores
thus tricho: hair. Trichaptum, Tricholoma,
Trichoglossum; Cortinarius hemirichus: the outer



half of the cap is hairy; aichoderm describes a cap
with cuticle cells which are elongated, hairlikethrer
than globose.

tylos callous, lump, swelling, knobTylopilus: a
bolete with a knobbly capJylospora a corticioid
genus with lumpy spores.

xanthos yellow. Agaricus xanthodermus with
yellowing skin;Orbilia xanthogigma an ascomycete
appearing like little yellow spots (?) (see alsaem
stigma.

xeros dry. Xeromphalina having a dry navel (!?)
(see also undeomphalo$;, Xerula (?), Xerocomus
(?).

xylon: wood, timber, logXylaria: grows on wood;
Hypaxylon: grows under the surface of wood (see
also undehypg.

Apologies for the length of this - | got a bit ded
away! Talking of length, during my searches for
examples to quote | came across this fungus name
which made me gasp Parapleurotheciopsis
inaeguiseptath That's 36 letters in all. Can anyone
top this and find a longer one?!

(I can't improve on Penny’s longest name unless you
include varieties, in which caseLeucocoprinus
lilacinogranulosus variety subglobisporusis my best
offering. DJS)

(Sorry, not acceptable - no varieties allowed! PC)

BOOKS

I've already briefly mentioned Mushroom$ by
Roger Phillips which is hot off the press, this to
replace his standard classiMishrooms and other
fungi of Britain and Europgewhich we all know and
love. Published by Macmillan, RRP £18.99, (but only
£14 from Amazon) with an additional 350 species
making over 1,250 in all, and also updated to fello
recent changes in nomenclature (but see article
above!) and with Liz Holden's English names also
included, it looks a superb volume and is defigitel
must for every naturalist’ bookshelf.

Also in the pipeline is the much delayed reprint of
Marcel Bon’s The mushrooms and toadstools of
Britain and North-western Europe This really
excellent pocket guide first published in 1987 has
been out of print for, | guess, over ten yearsoiters
over 1500 species, with 1200 illustrated in colasr,
fully keyed and also has spore drawings of all Eec

- a unique feature in a book of this sort. Anotimeust
have” reference book. RRP £14.99 but again cheaper
on the net, this is now due out in Feb '07 subject
change!

I'm much indebted to Richard lliffe for telling me
about a fascinating read entitled/r* Bloomfield's
Orchard’ by Nicholas P. Money. This delightfully
written and entertaining book covers a wide ranfje o
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mycological topics, introduces one to the world of
biology and fungal research, and puts our tiny dorl
of field study into perspective with the rest oketh
natural world, really illuminating fungi’s vital fe in

the way our planet ticks. Not amusing subject matte
then, | hear you say. Wrong! It had me chuckling on
many occasions, and the author’'s sense of humour is
never far from the surface, although as a complete
non-scientist | did have to concentrate hard agsino
follow his drift. | really enjoyed this book, atdught

my copy from Amazon.! met Nick Money at the
Nottingham BMS meeting after | had read the boog.isl
provocative and idiosyncratic in his views but uset and
other brilliant techniques to grip the reader wihvetiting
about complex subjects. For my money, he is on¢hef
best writers of technical prose anywhere. DJS)

Finally, another non-reference book which | would
bring to your attention isFungi’ by Brian Spooner
and Peter Roberts, now available on Amazon at under
£18 in softback, and maybe considerably cheaper if
you're lucky. This book - | quote - “takes a brdadk

at the extraordinary variety of fungal species’d dn
found particularly interesting and useful the way i
provides lists of fungi found specifically in cdrta
habitats in this country - an approach which I've
always thought could be further explored in refeeen
books. It's lengthy, nearly 600 pages, but | retd i
from cover to cover with much interest and would
recommend it to anyone with a serious interest in
mycology.

UNSEASONALLY EARLY RECORDS

A little while ago | contacted some members asking
for records of any local early finds of common
things, as | thought it might be an interestingreise

to see just how much can be recorded out of the
normal autumn season — in fact, we could make a
competition of it, | thought! Of course, that wasfdre

the hottest month for this country on record, anava

all know, the spring drought has continued. So Have
rightly or wrongly assumed that the decided lack of
response received is due to the dearth of fungsezhu
by the conditions rather than your lack of enthersia

to participate?!

Anyway, not being one to give up without a fight, |
have a few of my own records to bring you, and gust
couple of others from the faithful few.

Can you beat any of these with an earlier date?

1% agaricus 30" Apr, Coombe Hill, BFG foray(see
Derek’s foray report for more information.)

1% amanita: 3% June, Penn WoodA. rubescens

1% boletus 26" May, Penn Churchyard B.(was
Xerocomuy chrysenteron;however, two days later



Steve Kelly foundBoletus edulis, B. erythropus, B.
aestivalisandB. pruinatusat Ashridge!

1% collybia: 27" May, Penn WoodC. dryophila
1%inocybe 28" May, my gardenlnocybe
phaeocomis var. phaeocomigxactly where it
appeared last October.

1% lactarius: 17" Aug, Penn Wood.. subdulcis

1% Laetiporus sulphureus 29" May, a suburban
garden in Slough (Simon Hill)

1% lepista: 26" Feb!, Joanna Dodsworth’s garden.
Lepista nudgwood blewit)(Joanna Dodsworth)

1% Megacollybia platyphylla22™ May, Penn Wood
1% russula: 6" July, Burnham BeechesRussula
melzeri— a new county record.

Also of note was the appearanceBoletus(was
Xerocomusporosporuson 13" July andRussula
atropurpureaon 14" July in Hodgemoor Woqd
Boletus erythropusn 23 July, Penn Wood; and
Collybia fusipedruiting all through July in
Hodgemoor Wood.

If you find the contents above at all worthy ofergst,

do please participate next year by supplying mé wit
information about any unusually early finds. | feel
sure sooner or later we'll have another bumper year
for early records - this has certainly not been -caed
who knows how significant our observations may
become as global warming tightens its grip on our
climate. Change is in the air as never before,
accelerating at a frightening speed, and along walith
living things, who knows which fungus species will
show the first affects or have the most tolerare t

whatever this planet is about to throw at usho
knows Who knows .......

FUNGUS FEASTING!

As | suggested last year, | intend that this tagbiould
become a regular feature of the newsletter, where
members can air their views and share their recipes
am very grateful to Joanna Dodsworth who has
supplied the recipes below, and hope this will
encourage others to follow her good example and
contact me with their contributions, otherwise we
won't have an article!

Last year, Derek provided an extremely apt and
informative piece entitled “Cautionary thoughts on
eating fungi”. Rather than repeat it again hergould

ask those of you who didn’t receive last year's
newsletter to contact us for a copy: his summarhef
various poisonous fungi out there and their effects
should be read by everyone who chooses to dabble in
eating wild mushrooms.

On the same cautionary note, Jacqui Darby has
brought to my attention an example illustrating ofie
Derek’s points: that not all so-called “edible” fin
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agree with everyone. She is a very keen colleatdr a
consumer of good edibles, but has found that St
George’'s Mushroom -Calocybe gambosawhich
appears in April around St George’s Day and isggriz
by many for its distinctive flavour — quickly briagn
serious heart palpitations and makes her feel
extremely unwell. So you have been warned! Go
carefully when eating any wild fungi.

Now over to Joanna for those recipes, if | haven't
succeeded in putting you right off the idea!

Some useful fungus recipes
Joanna Dodsworth

Here are some of my favourite fungi recipes: tist fi
is ideal for dealing with that basket made up o tw
three specimens each of five or six edibles, with n
enough of any one to make it a dish on its ownsThi
recipe - a simple roasting - preserves the indaidu
flavours and textures beautifully, much better ttzan
more usual mixed fry-up. Even a handful of small
Laccaria amethystinaaps (the stems are tough and to
be discarded) adds a flavour and texture diffefremb
any other. Typically my Autumn basket from the lloca
woods will have one or two boletes, some hedgehogs,
Lactarius deliciosus a few small puffballs, some
Cantharellus tubiformis and some of the
amethystinas

Roast fungi
Clean and prepare the fungi, cutting the bigger
ones into halves or quarters so that they all gnd u
roughly the same size.
Pour some olive oil to cover the bottom of a
roasting pan, and put in the fungi. Sprinkle more
oil on top, some salt and pepper, and some garlic
chopped with parsley if you have it, and turn the
fungi about in the mixture to coat.
Put in a hot oven (I use the top shelf of the hot
oven of an Aga, but use whatever setting you use
to roast a joint of meat) for fifteen to twenty
minutes. And that’s all!

The second is good for a large basketful, with more
than you are able, or want, to eat at one go. This
Italian method of preserving fungi in oil meansttha
they keep for months, and they also make a good
present - a change from home-made jam or
marmalade. Use as antipasto,on toast, or as an
accompaniment to cold meats or cheese. It may seem
an extravagant recipe with all that olive oil, but
soaks into the toast deliciously, and any leftowir

can be used in salad dressings.

Fungi preserved in oil
For 2 kg fungi (orpro rata for smaller quantities!)
cleaned and cut up according to size. You can oge a
mixture of fungi, or all of one kind.



In a large pan put 1.5 I. each of water and white
wine vinegar, 1 tbs. salt, a few fresh bayleaves
and a few cloves. Bring to the boil, and add the
fungi. Allow to boil for 5-7 mins. They will shrink
alarmingly.

Drain them immediately, and spread them out on a
clean tea-towel to cool and dry out for an hour or
two.

Meanwhile put some jars and a large metal spoon
into a large saucepan, cover them with cold water,
and boil for 10 mins, then remove to cool and
drain. It is better to use small 500 g. jam-jars

rather than fewer large ones, as once opened the -

contents should be used within a week or so (store
in a fridge after opening).

When cool, and using the sterilized spoon, spoon
the fungi into the jars a few at a time, pouring
olive oil over each layer and stirring gently to
eliminate air bubbles. Fill the jars and make sure
the oil covers the fungi at the top. Close the lid
tightly and leave for a month before using.

Salad of Hedgehog¢Hydnum repanduim
Usually when you find one or two hedgehogs you find
hundreds, and this is the way to make a delicialels
of them. Quantities are for 300 g (pro rata, as
before) of hedgehogs.

Clean the mushrooms, cut up the larger ones, and
rinse thoroughly with cold water (hedgehogs are
one of the few fungi you can wash thoroughly
without adverse effects).

Put them in a saucepan with a little water (it does
not need to cover them—one-third of the depth of
the mushrooms is quite enough). Put them firstly
on high heat to come to the boil, and then turn
down to medium to boil lightly until cooked—
about 10 to 15 mins. You will find they shrink
tremendously. Drain them thoroughly in a sieve,
pressing down lightly to remove excess moisture.
Meanwhile make a vinaigrette of 2 tbs olive oil, 1
tbs wine vinegar, 1 tbs tomato puree, a small
onion or shallot chopped finely, salt and pepper,
and, if you have it and like it, a little chopped
anchovy — or make your usual vinaigrette
dressing. | recommend the addition of some
anchovy, it does add that bit of zing.

When the hedgehogs are cool, mix in the
vinaigrette,

Forayers at Hampden Common

Penny Cullington, 24 Willow Lane, Amersham, Bucks., HP7 9DW. Tel: 01494 721979. Call for e-mail detail s.
Derek Schafer, Duck End House, Hawleys Lane, Whitch  urch, Bucks., HP22 4LB. Tel: 01296 640923. Call for e-mail details
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